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And, in my ongoing quest for better tomato-based cooking, I put together a blind tasting of 12 different brands of peeled tomatoes. In fact, if youre wondering which tomatoes you might like, start with this list;
the Timescookbook contains a guide to choosing the best of the bunch. But, its not hard to see why canned tomatoes are so popular.They have everything you could hope for in a great, convenient food:value,
nutrition, convenience, and flavor. And, unlike fresh, which must be picked or picked and delivered on the day of purchase, these ready-to-eat purchases can be bought long in advance, shipped, stored, and
heated in ways that fresh produce cant. Here are the 12 different varieties that we tasted: Anchor , Anchor Butchers & Grillers Tangerina , Brandit Pure and Simple , Harvest , Barburys , More Than Tomato ,
PETIT , Tomatina , SHIRLEY C. , Retailmenot , Tastefully mrs , I also tested six different brands of canned tomatoes: three imported brands from Italy, such as San Marzano and Campari; one domestic brand,
Bonita; and two from Trader Joe's. On average, the imported cans cost about $1 more than their domestic equivalents, partly because import taxes are included. (American consumers pay the import taxes,

while importers sell their products to Trader Joe's and other grocers, who then pass those costs on to consumers.) Campari2.45 cup (235 grams)2 oz.$1.35 The strong brand, a favorite of mine, was the best of
the four imports, followed by Bonita (domestic). The Italian brands are more acidic than their domestic counterparts, which I preferred because I found that tomatoes with a more pronounced acidity seemed to

give a better sauce. Campari was a good variety from the Italian market.
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Ive been a tomato
consumer in the US for my

entire adult life, so
hesitation is something I

know well. However,
hesitation is a good thing,
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because hesitation allows a
product to evolve and for
me to evolve alongside it,

so hesitation isnt really
hesitancy, it just doesnt

know whether it likes it or
not. In an ideal world, I

would be able to taste all
of these cans, hold one in
each hand, place them on

my tongue, and simply
decide which were better.
Taste testers were free to
try all six brands of whole
tomatoes in both the raw
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and cooked states. They
were asked to rate the five

criteria using an analog
scale in the photo with

each brand. Tasters were
instructed to only use their

tongues and not their
hands to pick up the cans,

so as to prevent
contamination by

extraneous sauce. At the
end, we quantified how
accurate tasters rated

each brand using a 5-point
Likert scale (1=strongly
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dislike, 5=strongly like).
They were also invited to

complete the survey using
the link provided. I made

the mistake of buying all of
the major brands of

canned tomato products
for the first time in nearly a
decade. I expected to like
them; my beloved Boston
Market ran them on the
side, and my favorite

supermarket in
Connecticut used the most
popular brands in the town
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where I grew up. I didnt
expect to be unimpressed.
Since they arent labeled as

tomato products, as a
diligent food enthusiast, I

tried to make a list of what
each contained based on
my best guess. Ive tried
two types of deli-stored
whole tomatoes, and Ive
tried several brands of

canned tomatoes. But Im
still having trouble sorting
out what I want to do with
my kitchen and my pantry,
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so Im not sure which ones
to use and which ones to

ditch, and Im having
trouble coming to a
consensus. I trust

Wirecutters and my
favorite supermarket in

Connecticut to give me the
best advice, and in the

meantime, Ive been
experimenting with other

brands and restaurant
recipes. So far, Im

beginning to feel like Im
the one who needs help
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here. For starters, I have a
huge collection of
tomatoes in the

refrigerator that Im sure Im
going to miss. I havent

sorted out which variety I
want to use, and which I
want to pitch out. What I

would like to do is find the
best tasting tomato

product I can, explore a
bunch of recipes with it,

and go back to the drawing
board for the brands that
didnt make the cut. I need
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guidance here. Help.
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